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Board of Education Unanimously Votes in Support of 
Resolution for Transparency Regarding Statewide Parental 

Choice Program 
 

GREEN BAY, WI – December 19, 2017 – At the December 18, 2017 Board of Education meeting, 

the Board unanimously voted on a resolution in support of Assembly Bill 267 and Senate Bill 183, which 

provide greater transparency to property taxpayers regarding the cost of the voucher programs. The bills 

would require that property tax bills include information regarding the amount of taxes that have been 

levied by the District to offset the reduced state aid for voucher payments.  

 

For the 2017-18 school year the District levied $2.6 million to cover voucher payments for students who 

lived in the Green Bay Area Public School District attendance area.  

 

This year, property taxpayers saw an additional line on their bills that separated out the amount of the 

District levy that is for the purpose of the referendum. Assembly Bill 267 and Senate Bill 183 would 

require a similar line that would separate out the amount of school district levy that is solely for the 

purpose of vouchers. Because of the way the Statewide Parental Choice Program is funded, taxpayers often 

don’t know how the program is impacting their tax bill. Ensuring as much transparency as possible is 

important because property tax bills are complicated and difficult to understand. There are many factors 

that impact property taxes such as changes to property values, special assessments, etc. 

 

“The Board of Education strongly supports transparency in government,” stated Board President Brenda 

Warren. “As the state of Wisconsin continues to fund two education systems: public and private, the 

Board believes it is important that our local property taxpayers understand both the impact to their taxes 

as well to the District’s overall budget.” 
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Founded in 1856 with the opening of the Sale School, the Green Bay Area Public School District is more 

than 150 years old. A unified school district of 92 square miles, it covers the city of Green Bay, all of the 

village of Allouez, the village of Bellevue, the town of Scott, as well as part of the towns of Ledgeview, 

Eaton, Green Bay and Humboldt. More than 21,000 students attend an early education center, 25 

elementary schools (4K-5), one K-8 school, one specialty school (K-8), one charter school (8-12), four 

middle schools (6-8) and four high schools (9-12), making it the fourth largest school district in the state of 

Wisconsin. For more information, visit the district website http://www.gbaps.org.  
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